Crab in the Dark

s,

Vs for piano and narrator

; ;

“ 7/ by Rolf-Peter Wille

The story is loosely based on a real event. The narrator remembers an
incident from her childhood: Her father, who is missing, has been massacred
in the wake of the February 28 massacre (“228 incident”) in Taiwan, 1947.
The girl, who is not fully aware of this, observes her mother finding the
corpse of her father, or perhaps some mangled corpse that could have been
her father, in the sand dunes near her home. The mother snatches her two
children and attempts to drown herself in the ocean together with them.
When her little son, the brother of the narrator, finds a crab in a tide-pool
and wants to take it home, their mother comes to her senses and abandons
the attempt.

bar narration

18 Crabs walk sideways. At least here in Taiwan. People go forward; yes,
they believe they do.

23 T must go back now; __back many years, back to that night when my
life was saved by a crab.

47 Of course, I was but a small gifl then. We lived by the shoreline. Ours
was a comely house in the Japanese style.

59 A-Chiu, my little brothet, and I slept on fragrant tatami mats screened
by sliding shoji doors. And peacefully we slept.

79 That night however, 1 was awakened by the click-clack of mothet’s
bakgia. Since father had vanished, mother’s wooden clogs had not
ceased pacing the corridor, back and forth, click-clack, back and forth,
click-clack.

91 Why clogs? She never had worn clogs in the housel Next to me, A-
Chiu slept like a stone. 1 stuck my head through the shoji doors and
peeked into the dark.
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Suddenly a gust of cold air swept the cotridor. The click-clack grew
fainter. Tt ceased. Something was wrong]

I run after her. Something in the distance slides through the moonlit
street. Mother? T run after her. I stumble, run barefoot. Where is
mother?

Faster, and I run fast, and I run faster, and I run fast. Not fast enough!
A salty breeze blows through my pajamas and the howls from the
ocean grow louder and loudet.

She slows down. She enters the sand dunes.

I follow, hide behind shrubs and thorny thicket, so mother cannot see
me.

T watch mother clambering down into a grove of pandanus trees. The
odor of theit rotting fruits wafts through the air.

There mother stops. Pandanuses? Mother stoops down.

Why are there animals on the ground? Huge animals with bloated
bodies.

They gleam faintly in the moonlight. They smell very foul—giant fish

monsters!
With arms like octopuses. Others without hands, legs bound with wire.

Mother kneels down and whispers to one of them. His mouth is
stuffed with rags—how can he answet?

Mother stares into the face. The face has no eyes—how can he see?

Mother tries to lift his body, tries to drag it away. Father? This is not
father!

“Don’t! Don’t!” 1 scream. Mother stares at me. Suddenly she drops the
corpse and pulls me away silently.



725  Darkness lies in our tatami bedroom. A-Chiu is still sleeping like 2
stone. Mothet tears him up. “Are we going to the beach?” No answet.

040  The click-clack notse again. The moonlit street again.

750  She pulls us by the hand.

262 I can walk alonel” No answer.

771 We cross the dunes again and thorns prick my legs.

277  She pulls us, she pulls us along

284  Ignore the monsters! Let the ocean swallow their stenchl

293  Like a mountain goat she climbs over the stone reef. In her clogs?
300 She pulls us, she pulls us along.

304  Sharp gravel rips my soles as we wade through icy tide pools.
308 She pulls us, she pulls us along.

313  A-Chiu suddenly shouts: “A crab! A crab!”

320  She does not answet, pulls us along, rushes away from the rocks into
the ocean.

332 We cannot swiml Half of my body in the water. “Mothet!” No answet.
338 How to tear away from her bony grip?

342 She pushes against the surf, pulls us, relentlessly, she is not mothet, she
is Grand-Aunt Tiger.

368 A furious wavel

374  Whete 1s A-Chiu? Whet?

381  Thete he pops up from the watet again!



383

389

398

408

428

A-Chiu still holds his ctab. A-Chiu holds his crab high over his head.
“Iook! A crab! A crab!” shouts A-Chiu. “Let’s take him home! I want
to play with him! He can be my friend!”

She stops. No longer does she pull us. She stares at A-Chiu.

She recognizes him: “A-Chiul Don’t let it pinch your finger!”

No longer is she Grand-Aunt Tiget.

Here we stand forever, all wet, in the surf. A-Chiu still holds his crab.
Mothet’s howl drowns the ocean.
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