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SOUNDINGS IN FATHOMS

Commissioned by the New York New Music Ensemble

Instrumentation

Emi Ferguson: Flutes (piccolo, flute, alto flute, bass flute, baroque flute)

Chris Finckle: Cello (with multiple scordaturas)

Stephen Gosling: Piano

Daniel Druckman: Percussion (marimba, djembe, suspended cymbal and tam-tam)
Eduardo Leandro: Conductor and Recording Coordinator

B.K.Zervigon: Retuned piano and Electronics/Digital Assembly

composed summer 2020

Soundings in Fathoms is accompanied by a multimedia photographic slide show work which documents the industrial, marshy
landscape of Southeast Louisiana. Photography by Luca Hoffimann, videography done in collaboration.

The present score has been altered from its original form for a more public audience. The original score contained detailed
recording and performance instructions. For information about the piece please contact the composer.

The label “soloists’ denotes music which is closest to live concert music and could be realized live.
Music labeled “digital assembly” is music only possible through the recording and digital editing process.

There exists detailed parts for each musician.

This work contains field recordings taken across Southeast Louisiana including oil refineries and other heavy industries.
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Notes:

This work was commissioned by the New York New Music Ensemble as part of
their 2020 “Micro-Comissions”. The aim of these commissions was to create
music which accepts the reality of living in the corona-virus. This opened a new
world of possibilities approaching my work as a piece of totally “fixed media”.

Soundings in Fathoms explores the ever changing landscape of Southeast
Louisiana and its rapid deterioration due to climate change and the fossil fuel
industry.

Words cannot express how deep my gratitude is to the New York New Music
Ensemble. You all saw faith in my work and took a chance on commissioning me
and 1t really has changed my life in a profound way. Much love to each of you!
Y’all always have a home in New Orleans (as long it is there that 1s, haha.)

Thank you so much to Luca Hoffmann helping the rest of the country get a
glimpse of our dying state.

Many thanks also to Nicole Cooley, and my father Carlos Zervigon for y’alls
constant inspiration.

Accidentals:

quarter and eighth tones.

- Quarter tones should be as close to in tune as possible

most of the time. Eighth tones may be thought of
more inflectionally as “a little sharp, a little flat”.
Roundings to the eighth tone generally range from
12-27¢ in this work.

. “As if a seventh partial”. About 31¢ flat from the

nearest 12TET pitch. About 1/6 tone flat.

You may also get the tuning by overblowing the
fingering a whole step higher than the indicated
pitch to the 7th partial, illustrating the desired 7th
partial relationship of the written pitch (i.e. the
desired pitch 3 octaves higher).

. Inverted 7th partial. About 31¢ sharp. About 1/6 tone sharp.
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