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Jef Tinel was the son of organist Oscar Tinel (1852-1913), who was the brother 
of the renowned composer, pianist, and pedagogue Edgar Tinel (1834-1912). 
Edgar Tinel was Jef Tinel's godfather. 
 

Jef Tinel earned his diploma as a sexton-organist in Sint-Niklaas.  
In 1907, he received his laureate diploma in organ, harmony, counterpoint, and 
fugue from the Lemmens InsƟtute (then located in Mechelen). He studied there 
with Edgar Tinel and Oscar Depuydt, among others. 
He subsequently furthered his composiƟon studies with Léon (Leo) 
MOEREMANS (1861-1937), a professor at the Ghent Conservatory. 
In 1935, he also obtained his secondary school music teacher diploma. 
 

Jef Tinel was organist in Zele (Sint-Ludgerus), Maldegem (Sint-Barbara), Sint-
Amandsberg (Sacred Heart) from 1907 to 1929, and in Ghent with the 
AugusƟnian Fathers (Sint-Stefanus) (1947-1964). 
From 1929 to 1936, he was a music teacher and music dealer in Tielt, and from 
1936 to 1944, he was a music teacher in Eeklo and director of the music school 
in Maldegem. 
Throughout these periods, he conducted choirs and music socieƟes. 
He was a popular conductor at the Flemish NaƟonal Song FesƟval and the IJzer 
Pilgrimage. His composiƟon "Wij zijn bereid" was and sƟll is oŌen sung at 
Flemish song gatherings. 
He served several Ɵmes on juries for choirs, brass bands and orchestras. 
 

As a composer, he belongs—along with Arthur Meulemans, Jef Van Hoof, 
Robert Herberigs, Lodewijk De Vocht, and others—to the late RomanƟc 
movement, though a touch of impressionism is oŌen not far off. He remained 
faithful to classical forms while composing with a disƟncƟve and recognizable 
harmonic color. He did not experiment with new styles (e.g., dodecaphony). 
His extensive oeuvre consists of folk songs, art songs, choral works (profane and 
religious with or without accompaniment), cantatas, theatre music for 
orchestra, choir and soloists, works for piano and organ, music for string 
orchestra, symphony orchestra, concert band and smaller ensembles (winds 
and strings or piano and violin). 
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